Prayers and Readings for
| December 2024
First Sunday of Advent - Patronal Festival
Common Worship Year C

COLLECT

Almighty God,

who gave such grace to your apostle Saint Andrew

that he readily obeyed the call of your Son Jesus Christ
and brought his brother with him:

call us by your holy word,

and give us grace to follow you without delay
and to tell the good news of your kingdom;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING - Isaiah 57.7 - 10
A reading from the book of Isaiah

"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who
announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to
Zion, ‘Your God reigns. ®Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they
sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion. ’Break
forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the LORD has
comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 'The LORD has bared his
holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall
see the salvation of our God.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING - Romans 10.12 - 18

A reading from the first letter to the Romans

"“There is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all
and is generous to all who call on him. *For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord shall be saved’ "“But how are they to call on one in whom they
have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have



never heard!? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?
>And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” '°But not all have obeyed
the good news; for Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed our message? '"So faith
comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of
Christ. '®But | ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have; for ‘Their voice has
gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world’

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL - Matthew 4.18 - 22

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.

'*As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus saw two brothers, Simon, who is
called Peter, and Andrew his brother,casting a net into the lake — for they were
fishermen. '’And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and | will make you fish for
people. Immediately they left their nets and followed him. ?'As he went from
there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John,
in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them.
“Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

POST-COMMUNION
Almighty God,
who on the day of Pentecost
sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles
with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame,
filling them with joy and boldness to preach the gospel:
by the power of the same Spirit
strengthen us to witness to your truth
and to draw everyone to the fire of your love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



